
History of the Press in Geneva 

Geneva has had newspapers since the village’s founding in 1796. 
Lucius Carey printed the Ontario Gazette for a few years, then 
moved the press to Canandaigua. 
 
James Bogert began printing The Expositor, once a week, in 1806. A 
newspaper at that time was a single large sheet folded in half. Each 
piece of type was set by hand in a frame, and inked and pressed one 
page at a time. 
 
The Expositor became the Geneva Gazette in 1809; it became the 
Advertiser-Gazette in 1901 and continued to 1914. Many other  
Geneva papers started and stopped in the 1800s. A few names were: 
 
The Impartial Observer and Seneca Museum 
The Geneva American 
The Young Ladies’ Mirror 
The New York State Intelligencer 
The Herald of Truth 

James Bogert’s printing press, as imagined by Norman Kent in a 1940s 
woodcut 

In the 1800s, objectivity had no place in the newspapers. The Geneva Courier was Republican and ran the party’s  
candidates below the masthead in every issue. The Geneva Gazette was Democratic and they hated the Courier and  
Lincoln. While the Gazette paid honor to Lincoln when he was killed, they mocked him in 1861 for his fear of assassination 
on the way to his inauguration (lower right). 



Creation of the Geneva Daily Times 

The Geneva Daily Times was established May 28, 1895 by  
M. Jeremiah Dillon, “who was convinced that Geneva should have a 
daily newspaper.” W.A. Gracey (left) became a partner in 1898. In 
1903, the Times merged with the Geneva Courier and the  
Geneva Review. 
 
George B. Williams (right) purchased stock in the paper in 1904. 
From 1907 to 1944, the Times was run by Gracey and Williams. After 
Gracey’s death, his sons Lawrence and Lewis remained as officers; 
Williams became sole owner in 1955 and changed the name to the 
Geneva Times.  

The early Times had many features of modern papers—sports, weather, and letters to the editor—but the language of the 
day was different. “Doings of the Day” was more informal, and we no longer rely on railroad, steamboat, and mail  
schedules as did Genevans of the 1890s. 



National Headlines 

By the 1960s, newspapers faced competition from television. Readers learned of Kennedy’s death from Walter Cronkite 
and followed live coverage of the moon landing. The paper was hampered by layouts and schedules; what they lacked in 
immediacy they made up for with detailed coverage in the days following major events.  

In the early decades of the 
Times, the front page was a mix 
of national and local news. The  
second Anglo-Boer War in  
Africa (far left) was regular 
news in 1900. National politics 
were usually at the top of the 
page, along with a local headline 
about murder, divorce, or  
adultery. 

To keep up with breaking news, the Times published 
“Extra” editions. Unlike the famous Chicago Tribune 
“Dewey Defeats Truman” headline, the Geneva Daily 
Times got it right. 

Decades later, some headlines seem understated. The news was  
accurate, but there was no way of knowing at the time how the  
international balance of power had changed. 



Change Over Time 

Sam Williams (left) took over the paper from his father. In 1977 he changed the name to the Finger 
Lakes Times to reflect the regional audience. Sam Williams passed away in 1987; the Times was sold 
in 1988 to Independent Publications, Inc. Today, the Finger Lakes Times is a subsidiary of Community 
Media Group, Inc. that operates publications in six states. 

Editorial cartoons (left) have changed less than comic strips like Bringing Up 
Father. Advertisers still take advantage of current events, like E.J. Mulcahy 
and the fight for women’s right to vote. Tonics such as Paine’s Celery  
Compound are no longer advertised, but were they that different from today’s 
“lose weight fast with no diet” pills? 



Local Headlines 

What grabs the local headlines? Fire, celebrity, progress, and celebrations. The 
1962 Patent Cereals fire signaled the end of lakefront industry. Bobby  
Kennedy’s 1964 US Senate campaign stop was Geneva’s brush with national 
fame. The opening of the Routes 5 & 20 arterial (1954) was expected to be a 
step forward, while Geneva’s 150th anniversary (1957) was a week-long look 
back. William Smith soccer brought home one national championship in 1988 
while Hobart lacrosse notched their 12th consecutive title in 1991, but in both 
cases, it was big news. 


