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In 1875, St. Francis Desales Parochial School was
established on Exchange Street. It was granted high school
status by New York Statein 1913, and moved to Pulteney
Street (above) in 1930. After 100 years of Roman Catholic
education, Desales closed in August 2012.

Immigration has created diversity in Geneva. While
cultural groups don’t always mingle, schools are one venue
that bring people together. This 1931 Geneva High School
team photo shows Syrian and possibly Italian youth with
descendants of British Isle immigrants.
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From 1946 to around 1990, Downyflake Donuts were
little circles of deep-fried heaven. Period.




Since the Geneva Hotel (now Pulteney Apartments) opened
in 1796, hotels have been an important business in Geneva.
Exchange Street was a common location for many hotels,
near the canal and railroad station.

With strong support from the Episcopal Church and Bishop John
Henry Hobart, Hobart College was chartered as Geneva College in
1825. The name was changed in 1852 to honor the bishop. The college
consisted of afew buildings on South Main Street until 1900 when it
expanded onto Pulteney Street.

Home Dairy, part of aNew York State bakery and cafeteria
chain, first opened in the Smith Opera House in 1921. It moved
to 36 Seneca Street in 1929. Modernized several times, it was a
popular coffee spot for local businessmen.

Hobart Free College
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Inthe 1890s Torrey Park, on the north side of the city, was
predominantly settled by Italian immigrants. It was named for
Samuel Torrey, who owned much of the farmland in the 19th
century. The neighborhood was a mix of factories, working-
class homes, and ltalian-owned businesses.
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Tourism has been part of Geneva’s economy since the mid-
1800s when trains and trolleys brought people to town.
Beginning in the 1920s, local restaurants and tourist homes
promoted themselves to people traveling by car. Tourism in
the Finger Lakes has increased over thelast ten years as
people discover the region’s wines and lakes.

Transportation routes have been the key to Geneva’s
prosperity. The main east-west land route across New York
State was today’s Routes 5&20. From an Indian path to a
modern highway, it brought trade and people through and to
town. Qur access to water and a north-south land route from
Lake Ontario to Pennsylvania has also benefitted the town.
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XOXO as a closing, meaning “hugs and kisses”, has survived from letter writing to text ”{‘:”‘ ‘ i J s { u(yq _ \,7}(; L j '
messaging. A “x” for a kiss was a Medieval custom, when a Christian cross was drawn to _ﬁ:f‘w{:{»}* ; &’w g M ‘L : ‘;‘: s
mean sincerity, faith, and honesty. In our archives we have many letters to and from | ~th RO Mt gy AP0 7

Genevans, maintaining personal connections when far away from home. Qlel! clorbin L o e Ll
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Dr. W. E. Achilleswasthefirst radiologist in Geneva. He joined the staff
of Geneva General Hospital in 1919, and also had an x-ray room in his
home office at 8 Park Place. As technology changed, he kept old x-ray
tubes as mementos.




