
“Now is the Time of Our Country’s Need”: 
Gen ev a an d  t h e Civ i l  W ar  

The Civil War (1861 – 1865) touched 
every community in the United States. 
Villages all over the country debated if the 
Union and the Confederacy should go to 
war, who should lead as President, and 
why the war was being fought. As months 
turned to years, more men went to war 
and returned maimed, or died and were 
buried far from home. The causes and 
outcomes of the war are still debated 150 
years later. “Now is the Time of Our 
Country’s Need” portrays how the war 
affected Geneva in the 1860s and how its 
impact is still felt today. 

After 1892, many Civil War reunions were held at the Armory on Main Street. 

Charles Walters of Waterloo fought in the 126th New 
York Infantry and died at Gettysburg on July 2, 1863. 

Eliakim Sherrill commanded the 126th New York Infantry 
until his death at Gettysburg on July 3, 1863. 



“Denied the privilege of a last fond look”:  
Mou r n in g  t h e Dead  

In the 1800s mourning rituals were practiced privately at home. It was important to have a “good 
death”: at home surrounded by loved ones with a chance to offer last words and ask for and receive 
forgiveness. Funerals and wakes, with the body on display, were conducted at home. During the war, 
men died far from home with no family around them. If bodies were returned home, they were unfit for 
viewing due to decomposition. Monuments and memorials became important as a visible remembrance 
and a place to go mourn. 

Popular before the war, mourning art was printed with a space 
for the name of the deceased soldier. 

The closing of the obituary assures readers that the soldier was 
surrounded by comrades, if not family, to hear his final words. 

The Thompson family stone in Washington Street Cemetery 
has one side devoted to son John who died at Gettysburg. 



“Sitting by our genial firesides”:  
Hom ef r on t  

Genevans had the dual burdens of worrying about their men at war while carrying on with 
everyday activities. With the federal government unprepared for mobilizing and 
supporting large armies, local citizens provided clothing, blankets, and hospital supplies. 
Farms were critical for growing food for markets as well as for the army, but labor was 
scarce. Village boards gave financial assistance to families who lost their income when 
their men enlisted or, after 1863, were drafted. 

Adelaide Prouty (left), May 24, 1861: 
“Today Mother and I are as busy as 
bees making shirts for the second 
volunteer company [Company H, 38th 
Regiment] that are to leave on Tuesday. 
They are a shirtless, bootless forlorn 
company – too rugged to be decent. “ 


