
Ephemera is “any transitory written or printed matter not meant to be 
retained or preserved.” By preserving ephemera, we’re able to tell the 
stories of basic human activities such as elections. Support Your  
Candidate looks at elected politicians and their opponents who are all 
too easily forgotten. Campaign buttons have a rich history, more an 
exercise in marketing than ideology. Pamphlets, broadsides, and flyers 
offer more information on issues of their times. The issues have  
remained the same: free trade versus protectionism, privatization, and 
Social Security. 
 
While we have tried to represent multiple parties, particularly in local 
elections, we are limited to what is in our archives. Please speak to 
one of the staff if you have collected political ephemera that you 
would like to donate. 

Support Your Candidate:  
Poli琀椀cal Memorabilia 



Teddy Roosevelt, center of pla琀昀orm in white hat, campaigning for Governor of New York in 1898. Vance 
Boiler Works was at the corner of Railroad Place and Exchange Street. St. Francis Roman Catholic Church 
is in the background. 



Richard Nixon made a “whistlestop” in 
Geneva while running for vice-president. 
The New York Central Railroad freight 
house is visible in the background. 



Many people skipped work and school to see Robert F. Kennedy (right side of 
pla琀昀orm, head down, signing an autograph) in 1964 when he came here during 

his US Senate campaign. 



Republican parade on South Main Street, 1956 


