The Second War of Independence:
Geneva and the War of 1812

Though the American Revolution
ended in 1783, tensions remained
between the United States and
England. By 1812 England was
Imposing trade restrictions, seizing
British-born American sailors from
merchant shipsto servein their navy,

and supporting N ative Americans in
their effortsto stop American

expansion. T hese actions ultimately
led to another war.

While less known than other conflicts,
the War of 1812 (1812-1815) was R s o Vet N R P
fought primarily along the United v, SR o S \.{
States coastline and major battleswere = = (S L ST
fought within a hundred miles of '
Geneva. The American Revolution

N
won our freedom from E ngland’ fronted the A tlantic Ocean or the Canadian border. T hrough ex posure and trade our country
the War of 1812 secured it. was still both vulnerable and connetted to Great Britain.

In 1812, the U nited States was east of the M ississippi River, and most of the states ether

T he September 1814 bombardment of Fort William M cH enry in
Baltimoreinspired thewriting of T he Star-Spangled Banner.
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A peacetreaty was signed on D ecember 24, 1814, but news of thetreaty
would not reach the U nited States until mid-February 1815. T he Battle
of N ew Orleans (January 8, 1815) was thefinal major battle of the war.
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A CRISIS has arrived in the affairs of our

Covmtry, by whith the comparative merits]

of Federal policy on the one hand, and of |
Democratic policy on the other, are now
brought to the test of actual experiment.

The object of good government is to reo-
der the people happy and secure in the en-|
joyment of life, Liberty and property. « By'
ther fruts shall ye bnow them,” i3 the maxwm
of unerring wwdom, '

“Federalists' formed the constitution of the
U. States, and thereby rescued our country

- from the impending horrors of ‘aivil v:r-,'
estsblished public credit, and conbirmed the
Union of the Staces.

Pederalists directed the affuirs of the na
tion for the first twelve years ; and we vow
ark you calmly and dispassionately to review
their conduct during that period. — Was nos
our country then free, happy and prosperous
beyond any example m the history of ma-
tions ! Commerce .and a;r.ulture then in.
deed w e “ handmanls ;" commerce enrich-
ed the merchant: and the farmer, and the
‘goveroment cherished and protected both.

‘ Fedevalists built 2 navy of frigates, 2nd
employed them snccessfully in defending our
righrs upon the ocean. ;

On the 4rh day of March 1801, the reign
of Democracy began; our finances were then
perfectly arranged : our treasvry was abun.
dant: our commerce pervaded cvery sea;
and brought home weaith from every quar-
ter of the globe. We were at peace with aly
the world. Ours was. the tavorne asbode of
civil liberty ; and the character of our gov
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The Empire State at War:
New York and the War of 1812

& The Geneva Gaiz“et't(.
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7. Games BOGERT, _

ik .—~During the Jate alarm otcasidned
b ~m¢ attack made at bodus '.by the British
ﬂl‘i' a report has been circulated, thar the
aisions purchased -by the contractors for
e ainy and stored at that place, were my
Jroperty and conveyed there for the purpose
o supplying the enemy.

(o undeceive the public and put a stop to
bis false and malicious report, I will thank
you to publish this lerter, with Mr, Merril)'s
cernificate : and if any pérsons - shall atteopt
o ipjure my reputation hemﬁcr‘ by spread-
g tins iofamous story, I shall give them an

portunity to prove the rruth of it in a
court of justice. .

[ am, sir, your obed’t serv't,
SAMUEL COLT.

Leneva, 281h 7”"?, 1813.

| do hereby certify, that the pork, flour
snd whiskey, which has been. forwarded to

' nv care dyring the last winter and spring, by

sir, Samudl Coft, of Geneva, amounted to
shout 950 barrels, and was recéived by me
either for Augustus Porter or Elbert Ander-
son, jun. for the supply of the army, and
heid subject to their order.

It is bot justice to observe, that the pro-
rerty forwarded Tp me by other merckants
io Gengva and its vicinity, was for the same
purpose; and that I had no private property

n srore, except 200 barrels of flour for'

Lewis and Schwormsted, 2t Ogdensburgh, &
4~ varrels for Mr. Henry Towar, of Lyons.
| he former parcel and about 60 bairels of
public property- bad not been removed at the
nme of the attack made by the British, and

Like most wars, there were two fronts: political and
military. New Yorkers were bitterly divided over the

war and no other sta

‘e would be as politically divided

as New York. The division between the ruling

Republicans and the anti-war Federalists spilled into
public meetings and newspapers in editorials with

dCCUSd

lons of Federalists aiding the enemy.

ernment was high and honorable among the
nations of the earth. Mr. Jefferson himselt was ‘aken of de’"oz v y',them:
- A¥II'L MERRILL.

was then coo«riined to acknowledge that b
Tr:u[‘w”l. ( Sodw Ba], } f
' ] i -
“ our repubiic w s in the full ude of success 2%th June, 1813. |
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Much of New York’s involvement in the war
was along its border with Canada. Although
less inhabited than the southeastern part of the

¢ LA .__,,.-"". ; ::-:f
state, New York’s northern border was - o/\r':,'“ e N L

strategically important. Points of conflict Bl (e AN
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included the Niagara River in the west (Fort 75 7 e s L0V 7 J)

L - " » (V. ) ) PN
‘:-,.__ 725 ) "'_.‘ A4 et i £4 . ) ..,,,.‘,,‘_‘&2 L P C Lo 4 '\ >
& K o 0 Mol Mgk i 5 B 5 L8 J gy ey S o 4.......»

Niagara), Oswego and Sacketts Harbor aong @ | Ay A S
the ern end of Lake Ontario. and e U e LPEAT S A AR B i A it el |

APl

i
KR
.
75\
o
N AW

FUMASsAcHUS T s
Fldient 4 Lo )

Or . {39 i
A ! u,”_‘ RN SN KL

§

. v v N Lo X &

A JERS LY, 4 NI '/'“"f\;" gxr
/‘ B g
Rt v

\ ¥ ,',;:\’ i |
| 5 . ﬁ R[N
) ) Z . -J’ x 1 ,,,(“T..'.:.'\- ECTT | vy
5 B, PP I |

Plattsburgh and Lake Champlain in the 3 A I W
& 2 = 2 P ”
R {"] E' ‘ ;\/‘VO‘,’ go NV S

nor _ V) ke

1 'y . > :
_j?\ nleexd
o ST
s\ U AL
- ‘l. .

=3 ™

Ot

Rlacdmionglis -Victony on Sake) & Ramplain:

 — e A By e e A e —

In M ay 1814, British ships landed off Fort Oswego on L ake Ontario
and captured 2,400 barrds of supplies and several schooners.

In Septembe 1814, soldiers and sailors stopped the British at the Battle of
Plattsburgh on L ake Champlain; it was thelast British invasion of the war
In the northeastern states.



Too Close for Comfort
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Genevans had reasons to feel uneasy about a war with
England. Buffao, the nearest land border, was only 100
miles away, and Lake Ontario was 30 miles away. The

remaining N ative American nationsin New York had
moved to the western part of the state, which put them
closer to Canada and British influence. People feared a
repeat of Indian attacks that had occurred during the

American Revolution.

-------

There were few east-west roads at thetime of thewar, partly

dueto the many hills, streams, and ridges in western N ew
York.

In 1811, Canandaigua and Batavia were made
depositories for military stores, supplies,

ammunition and men. They became gathering
points for militia units before they went to the

Niagarafrontier. When the British burned the
village of Black Rock (near Buffao) in late

D ecember 1813 (shown right), its citizens fled east
to seek refuge in these villages.
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Batavia was developed by the Holland Land Company; this is an artist’s

rendering of how farmsteads look ed around the time of the war.
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= : e e Themain road acoss N ew York State from U tica to Buffalo, ran through
o D E e e G eneva, bringing many travders to town. T he hotd on the village square (now

= ~ Dy i Pulteney Park ) served as stageoach stop and lodging for overnight guests.



“A well-regulated Militia,
being necessary to the security of a Free State”:
Militia and the War of 1812

The War of 1812 was the first test of the militia system against a foreign enemy. Opposed to a
strong standing army, some framers of the Constitution preferred a citizens’ militia

controlled by the states. Congress received the power to arm and call out the militia for
national defense while the states were responsible for training and the appointment of
officers.

In practice, neither the states nor Congress wanted to take charge, and most men of age did not
want to fight. Regular militia days, for military drill and inspection, often became social holidays.
State and national governments came up with reasons they
could not or would not support militias with arms and

supplies so they would be ready for battle.

REVIEW

BATTALION OF INFANTRY,
EIGHTEEN MANUVRES,

A SERIES OF ENGRAYED DIAGRAMS
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WORDS OI;‘ COMMAND,
THE
THE SYSTEM ﬂ.F Llu.l';‘.:);\'mI)II;L'I';".LI';}‘. .g
BY ROBERT SMIRKE. :
i - !
FROM THE r(;ux:).{.l..!(:.‘u;:x. EDITIOR,. :
— 4 |
To which is added, ]
AN APPENDIX,
- THREE NEW MODES OF P(\Z':‘l::::"ilm FROXNT OF A COLUMN .
TO THE REAR, ON A MARCH. ]':
NEW-YORK - f
PUBLISHED BY M. 5\’ W. WARD.
R, | DRESS. ,
' tw eyt dintemposieang 1 of @ iy f"f"f"_-‘ e "\ adbind e
W ith liberal ex ceptions (dergy, D epending on rank, officers In spiteof resistanceto a standing army, a Regular
teachers, firemen, all levds of were ether dected by ther A rmy was authorized up to 35,600 soldiers. H owever,
government offidals, Quak ers soldiers or appointed by the in 1812 therewereonly 11,744 officers and troops.

governor. N ethe method

mariners, and some fadory work ers) e laae @ Ty sl

all free white men between the ages of
18-45 wererequired to enrall in the
militia.

Bl (e the  Pruprueses X o AL E By cerpril R tloa(® nss
TR NATEDRNS BLLWARK.

Xwellodgeiphined Wilitae

This 1829 cartoon illustrates the continuing militia problem after thewar: a

U nder thelaw nothing was stated about the militia invading foreign

oountries. At the Battleof Queenstown H eghts, Odober 13, 1812, when
N ew York militia refused to aross into Canada morethan 1,000 bad ground.

lax attitude toward drill days, with the refreshment tents displayed in the

A merican troops were captured, killed, or wounded.



A Commuter War: The Local Militia

“Upon the outbreak of the war, the militia kept marching to the frontier, there being no apparent lack of

numbers, and all were anxious to capture Canada the next day after thar arrival, but they were quite ignorant of
actual war and the first touch of reality chilled them to the marrow.”

E.T. Emmons, The Story of Geneva
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———= For Genevaunits, the War of

P RN DS Bhel. | @ lee Geneva
D. NAGLEE, - H‘Q‘&Efﬁﬁ “.T ?(Z&p i —ﬁﬁDNE‘SDXY“O Gazem 1812 was a “commuter war.”
IIAS NOW ON HAND AT HIS brother, GERRI ¢ CTOBER 2) sy . . .
Hat Manufactory, — \teh e s Sl - ____.__..__a_________ﬂf Militia service was limited to
Nearly oppolite the Hotel, Geneva, 4. ¢ G. L. DOX. THE -
® do FUR HA['\ of the ncwcs‘ SUBSCR‘BER
fnzizn l i forTl::c):; ::vc on hand a very gncnl al- I’lI\VlNG bccn Ca'““' ‘tOln hu thr.ee months per year, beyond
Taoren WOOL HATS  vewet| Dy Goods, Groceries,  to the Frontiers, is desirous of havingaie]  WhiCh volunteers were not

fathion and differcat colers-=all of which bl Hardware and Crockery, — ¥vttled Accounts adjusted without dchy |

will warrant 1o be of a fuperior quality.|

Alfo fume elegant large flofs filk Cords afd Which they will fell at the moft reduced pri- thcrefore I’C(‘llms lhO’Q persong mde&h

obligated to stay. Units would

Hi‘f' LW‘*"M?‘, %‘f"’_t,l o s :z.gfeN‘f;;f::n??ﬁkn?f 2,""81,':&"{“7 be formed and released but
D e ) waterate'or ver] vaet ke f ff:mﬂgzhtggmﬂ ormed (18 fully empowered to' sertle the sage,
fosly o fo Cah, Fary or Lank's Waak il ‘i ‘Svamer. he fosrnner ieander |t transact business in his mme. 4n-]  tNeN general orders would be
i tepei & Hu 4 ke sl ety of chiog i e oocia il 0 Noves and Acroras -

Ceneva,, June 12. (80) [?l,ﬂ?ﬂ: mul:);c ruat‘]c betore the firll ol SUpERCE, Otes an SeOwReL » ISsued tO ra|S€ a.nOther |Oca|

B()()K-BIND[ NG. May next, as on that day all Notes and Ac-

termss  Old books will be 1epaired or re

ing unpaid on the Ist. Day of Decembern,

unit to go to the front. Local

nis w d, wi “ with =
r z YTHE fubleriber having eltallithed the cm: ‘, ,c: ‘;?m'l;":l‘ml cux;)pa'l tato the h:':xds will be lOdged io the handx of an An
" beBOb(l)k BlNDlN: SBl e [sb Mot an atorney for collelion. A, DOX, for Cot“cctgon ) . .
r ine, town o necs, adbom :
waif a mile aft of the.Witow Rk’ w | - HENRY C.  JONES, JaMes ocezr,|  Soldiers primarily served on
* torms the public that be will bind Books 1 - . 1 10 e publi E
¥ o, 38 hrong. smnner, on resonase| [ ahECTFULLY imerm e ity | Gemeva, 214t Oct. 2812. the Niagara Frontier, but

Ductor Wat. HorTsen, and purpoles car-

bound. Perfons in and near Geneva, cao rying on the

leave their books for binding, (with wri-

ten dire€ions for the manner they n(h AIIO[IIEC(II') BUJ'IIIC‘SJ'. Some Were Sent to Vlllages a.long Lake O nta”O tO defend

thear done,) with J. Bogert, at the Geneval  [f, flaters himlfelf, that with the affis

Boskfiere, 1o which place the fame "”b‘ tance ot Dr. H, he will be enabled to fup- agal nSt B”“Sh raIdS-

. rewrped when bovod, PO\ES RICE. ,Iv the wllugc and its environs with every
Seneca, April 24, l'l (97) ericle in the aboye Imc all which will be

L ANYe .-srvzn!ari Qe rinine nd fuld an ac low

The Geneva Gazete the village’s one newspaper at the
time, ran regular announcements of the war, ranging
from officer appointmentsto newsitems. The

administration of the war was not very thrilling but the
newspaper was the most effective means of spreading

information such as recruiting notices or bounties for
soldiers who had deserted their units.

- Geneva, ‘Ma'y'lti, 1812.

Recrm{mg —Abovc 40 men have been
‘enlisted in this village in five weeks by Capt.
‘Dox. Licurenant Clark has eniisted in Au-
‘buen about 380 men. These mea have all
*bccn marched to szndaxgua, where they
| are to receive clothing and vqxz.pmcv its 3 and
‘where 1t is c:pec.ed above 200 soldiers will
lbe assembled in a few days.

l

On Monday last Capt. James Rees’ -0
g:y of Artillery, of this village, marched
Pelreneyville. Capt. Rees has the com
‘mand ot the militia stationed on the lake,

f::mthe momhochnaunuru Sodu
Y-

" The Geneva Gazetté:

WEDNESDAY, JoLy 22. 1812.

.' gress adjourned on Monday the

| um to lho ﬁm Mondny i0 Nomnlkr

1 N

| We obnrve an advertisement in 3
| New-York paper, am-on Buaa bas

| pened his officé if chac city, af Atroroey

{ Counsellor at: Law. |

| G |
: Appoulﬂmm Sor lbf &wnfb Rtpm
| Wahrr Grieve, of eoc'& 0"‘“?"
b

.'

{ty, Liettenant.Colonel Commandant,
Sawuel Hdoms, of Seveca M ,
| Major. | :
Mam Mumferd, . of Gayup; .
| Jeeph H. Rm, Genevs, AGM

”“" ubo RCVE,y

| s#itiam Powdl, of &m?ﬂ"ﬁ:“

DM"I H.‘J“Q dG‘” ‘
?fd:MM dm o

| DESERTED,
" T,'ROM the Seventh regiment of N. Y.
S. Arfillery, ALvAar DickiNsoN and
Wirriam Scorr, of Capt. Rees’ -com-
|pany; Hiram MirLarp & Ezra Prou-
Ty, ot Capt. Hart's company—the latier a
| fubRitute ; & Wirram Huarp, of Capt.
' Ellicot’s company. - Ten Dollars will
pud to any perfon for cach of the (aid De-
" ferters, who will lodge them io any jail in
'|the Nate of Ncw Yoik, aod give notice—
‘for Ten Dollars for each 6f them, and rea-
'1fnnzblc charges paid, on deliveriog them 1o
|the commandant of the regiment.

! By order of Lut. Col. W, GR[EVE,
1 Wwu. P. BENNETT, Adjutant.

’ ‘_Fnrt G_(!_rgr. hchll,§813 _ (3'1'3)
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Local Figures

| Genera Joseph Swift (1783—1865) was the first

graduaeof West Point in 1802. D uring the War of 1812,

' he designed defenses along the St. Lawrence River and

L the New York City harbor, and served as the chief

engineer of the United States from 1812 to 1818. Swift
moved to Genevain 1829; heis buried in Washington

" Street Cemetery.

From 1806 to 1833 James Bogert was the
printer and publisher of the Geneva Gazete.
Bogert was a captain of a Genevainfantry

company, and served on the Niagara frontier. (1 D 1D 1
After the war he continued to servein the Sl '”-”“ I ¥ '
militia earning the rank of colonel. The ,, e '
Veterans Brigade of Northern New York : /

elected him their general and he devoted 1~

much of histime to the brigade. ' —_—

Before the war James Rees was first cashier % - e

for the Bank of Geneva and Sheriff of A S———

Ontario County. With the rank of Major he would recover from his wound but was lame

served as the D eputy Quartermaster of the for the rest of hislife.
Northern Division of the Army.

Merchant Abraham D ox commanded a
volunteer company. At the Battle of
Queenstown he served as an aide to Generadl

Watchmaker John Sweeney served as a
lieutenant. D uring the Battle of

Queenstown orders came for the militiato Stephen VanRensselaer and the bearer of the
immediately cross General’s dispatches to the headquarters of
into Canada. In the the Army in Albany.

absence of the
captain, Sweeney was
iIn command of the
company and without
hesitation he obeyed
the order. During the

In 1813 he served as

a member of the

state

legislature. After the
war D ox would

from Lake Erie to Lake Ontarw

oy, B850 n ) become one of the

A Frjor Lo Dumit "‘

battle Sweeney was reszz | founders of Ontario
wounded in the knee ' - GIaSS FactOry,

and carried off the Seneca L ock

field. His comrades L.

carried him home on - N avigation

a stretcher. Sweeney | Company, and

Hobart College.




Hometown Hero: Hugh Dobbin
1767-1855

Hugh Dobbin

saw death was at work upon her.”

In 1797 Hugh D obbin moved to the Town of Junius, outside

Geneva, and began farming. Although they lived in Seneca County,
D obbin and his family were active in the Genevacommunity. He
was elected to town and county offices and, as such, was a likely
candidate for a militia officer.

“IMy wife] said she did not wish to detain me at home on her account...Dr. Goodwin though she was not in
immediate danger. | et for the camp. A bout the or near thelast of February [1814] | recaved word that
M rs. D obbin was dangerously ill. | sa& out immediatdy and when | reached home, and entered her room |

D obbin served as a lieutenant colonel, but faced personal

struggles during the war. His wife was ill and eventually died in
March 1814. Though he frequently asked to be relieved of command, he was usually

coerced to continue because of his position in Seneca County and ability to recruit

soldiers. Between commanding his unit and checking on his family, he made numerous
trips from the Niagara frontier and Bataviato Geneva. In 1815, he served on acourt

martial in Bataviafor severa months before being released from service.

While Lieutenant Colonel D obbin led his
troops into Canada and served bravely in

battle, much of histime was spent writing or
receiving regimental orders. The business of
war was done with pen and ink, and the

Geneva Historical Society is fortunate to have
many of his orders, as well as handwritten

accounts of his service.
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Legacy of the War of 1812

Peace came about in early
1815 in part because Great
Britain was tired of war
and its merchants were
losing business by not
trading with the United
States. Though the War of
1812 did not change any
territorial boundaries, it
was not considered a

fallure. It solidified the
border between the United
States and Canada. With
the slow improvement of
the militia and regular

army, the war convinced
Congress of the need for a

standing army. T he United
States moved from a

questionable republic to a
respected nation and
England never again

challenged the United States
militarily. Native Americans,
however, suffered the most
from the war. Great Britain
ceased its support of and
trade with tribes in the

United States. T his paved the
way for increased settlement
east of the Mississippi and
continued westward

displacement of Native
Americans.

BRICADE ORDER.

“It will be observed, th ' 5

GENEVA, August 28th, 1855, L will ve ovserved, that, prominent among 1he
By an Order of the General-in-Chief, JOHN 8. VAN RENSSELAER, Esq., of the city of Albany, dated Novem-

ber 16, 1854, and a subsequent Order, the Veteraus of the War of 1812 residing in the State of New York, were organ- . . . . . . .

ized into seventeen Brigades, of which the counties of Ontario, Seneca and Wayne compose the 13th, under command of ObJ ais Of thl S asmo atl On y I S the w | tl Vatl On Of

the undersigned, who, at the suggestion and earnest request of a number of the corps, and with the sanction of the Gener-

al-in-Chicf, hereby appoints a MEETING OF THE BRIGADE, to be held at Waterloo, in the county of Seneca, on

THURSDAY the 20th day of September next, at 10 o’clock in the morning, for the purpose of promoting frl mdl y ré atl OnS baww] the falv Su r VI VI ng

_t._l_le general objects of this orﬁnizutiuu, by m!n_ptin;:_ srucli resoluﬁqn_s;xﬁmimonsnrcs as may be deemed expedient, having in .
r view the welfare and just claims o the Veterans throughout the United States, and of this State in particular. . .
It will be observed, that, prominent among the objects of this association, is the cultivation of friendly relations between partl a pat orsin the WG’]thl SOENEs Of the war Of
the few surviving participators in the eventful scenes of the war of 1812. A general attendance of the Officers and Sol-
diers of the war, residing in the above named counties, is hereby requested. Head-Quarters et the Eagle Hotel, kept 78 72 2
by D. Kenw. .

The following is a roll of the Field and part of the Staff Officers of the several counties composing this Brigade :

Ontario County.—Asauel Baxxister, Esq., of Geneva, Colowel, in place of the undersigned, promoted ; AsNer Bux- \bm eS Bogert G en eraj ‘I 3": h B ri gade
) J

~ELL, of Canandaigua, Lientenant Colonel ; Josnva Puiuurs, of Richmond, Major ; Joux R. Morrison, of Geneva,
Adjutant ; Tiworuy Been, of East Bloomfield, Engineer ; Hexry Paroee, of Victor, Quarter-Master ; Sern Lk, of

E East Bloomfield, Pay-Master ; Cares Baxyister, M. D., of Phelps, Surgeon ; Rev. Sawver Porrer, of Geneva, Chap- N Y Ve't erans

lain ; Braxcu Evarrs, of Bristol, and Tuowas Cover, of South Bristol, Standard Bearers ; James Brag, of Canandai-
gua, Sergeant Major ; Hexry Porrer, of Naples, Quarter-Master Sergeant ; Josian Surnervasp, of Canandaigua,
i Drum Major.

! Seneca County.—S. W. Evwarns, Esq., of Sencca Fulls, Colonel, in place of Dr. G. WeLLEs, resigned ; Zaiyox A.
Dissrow, of Waterloo, Licutenant Colonel ; Jonx Y. Maxying, of Ovid, Major ; Osavian Jexyings, of Seneca Falls,
Adjutant ; Lewis 1. Hassrovek, of Tyre, Engineer ; Corxenivs Hexiox, of Waterloo, Quarter-Master ; Hexry FeAGLES,

b of Varick, Pay-Master ; Perer Covirr, M. D, of Ovid, Surgeon.
. . S Ll 8 CV A LTSN Y.
H’z‘:yne County.—Tuonas E. Donsey, Esq., of Lyons, Colonel ; Tueovore Dickixsox, of Newark, Lieutenant Colonel ;

] Daxier, Famaxe, of Lyons, Major,

Canada considers the War of 1812 adefining point
in its history. Had the country become part of the
United States, they feel their diverse identities would
have been lost. The war strengthened Canada by

bringing English, French, and First N ations people
together to fight. N ational heroes (seen right, left to
right) Sir 1saac Brock, Tecumseh, Laura Secord, and
Charles-Michel de Salaberry emerged from the war.
For the bicentennial, the Canadian government

invested millions of dollars in commemorative
postage stamps, coins, and programs and events.




