
Good  Resu l t s Hav e Fo l low ed :   

Women’s Suffrage 1848—2 0 1 7  

Seneca Falls is nationally-known for hosting the first women’s rights 
convention in 1848. While not reported in the Geneva newspapers, the 
Declaration of Sentiments established demands for equality that included 
the right to vote. The long journey to universal suffrage traveled through 
towns across the United States but Geneva was more than an average town. 
Well-connected social reformers made the city a center of suffrage activity 
for Ontario County and the region. 

“There was quite a large assemblage of intelligent and 
noted people present that seemed deeply  
interested in the movement.  Many suitable resolutions 
were resolved and voted.  Many interesting addresses 
and short speeches were made…Good results have 
followed that first equal suffragist gathering.  The 
seed fell on good ground.  But the end is not yet.”  

- Rhoda Palmer, written memory of attending the 
1848 convention, 1908. 

By 1848 some elements of women’s rights had come to Geneva. From 
1829-1842 Elizabeth Ricord ran the Geneva Fem ale Sem inary on South 

Main St reet  and taught  m ath, science, and self-governance. I n October 

1847 Elizabeth Blackwell began her educat ion at  Geneva Medical College 

to becom e the first  wom an in the United States with a m edical degree. 

The Quaker Monthly Meet ing in Junius, 12 m iles away, espoused 

women’s equality and was the home meeting for organizers of the 

Seneca Falls convent ion. 

The Seneca Falls convent ion was organized in ten days, with 

not ices appearing in the Seneca Courier  and Frederick 

Douglass’ North Star  in Rochester. At tended by about  300 

wom en and m en, only 100 signed the Declarat ion of 

Sent im ents. I t  denounced discr im inat ion in both church and 

state and called for reform . 

Women’s suffrage was granted gradually in New York 
State.  I n 1871, wom en property owners in Geneva 

could vote on tax issues. By 1880 New York state 

wom en could not  only elect  school board m em bers 

but  run for school board as well.  I n 1906 wom en 

property owners across the state were granted 

suffrage for village and town issues. 



Law s an d  Am en d m en t s:  Un iv er sa l  Su f f r ag e in  NY an d  US 

Beginning in the 1890s western states such as Utah and Idaho 
granted women full suffrage. Referendums were voted down in the 
eastern states of Rhode Island and New Hampshire.  By the 1910s 
New York became a battleground state for full suffrage. After a 
losing battle in 1915, the state constitutional amendment passed in 
1917. New York became the first eastern state to grant universal 
suffrage. The state was the fifth to ratify the 19th Amendment 
which granted full national suffrage to women on August 18, 1920. 

“I believe that women have the intelligence to be voters 
and that if given the franchise that the home need not and 
generally would not be neglected.”  
  – Dr. John Parmenter, Geneva Supervisor on the 
 County Board of Supervisors, March 13, 1915 

Organized in 1914, the Geneva Ant i-Suffrage Society received less publicity 

than the Polit ical Equality Club but  claim ed over a hundred m em bers. Based 

upon newspaper art icles they focused on bringing speakers to Geneva for 

public lectures.  Born and raised at  Rose Hill Mansion, Agnes Swan Hutchins 

was the president  of the Geneva Ant i-Suffrage Society from  1914-1917.   

Like any campaign, the nat ional suffrage groups poured 

m oney into the 1915 New York State cam paign. An Em pire 

State Cam paign Com m it tee was form ed and the state was 

divided into dist r icts. Workers lined up allies and 

endorsem ents from  elected officials from  both part ies and 

groups like the Grange. 

Thirty-six states were required to rat ify the 19 th 

Am endm ent . On August  18, 1920 Tennessee becam e the 

thir ty-sixth state when state representat ive Harry Burn did 

as his m other requested and voted in favor of the 

Am endm ent .  The other states rat ified later, Mississippi 

being the last  in 1984.  



Th e Mov em en t  Com es t o  Gen ev a:  Fam ou s W om en  

Elizabeth and Anne Miller’s connections to the state and national suffrage 
movement brought important events and speakers to Geneva. Two conventions 
of the New York State Woman Suffrage Association were held here featuring 
national speakers. While other upstate cities  (like Ithaca, Auburn, and 
Rochester)  hosted conventions as well, the Millers also secured prominent 
figures for the Geneva Political Equality Club. Speakers included Emmeline 
Pankhurst and Carrie Chapman Catt. 

The New York State Woman Suffrage Associat ion (1869-1917)  held its annual 

convent ion twice in Geneva. The 1897 m eet ing, held at  the Sm ith Opera 

House and Collins Music Hall, featured Susan B. Anthony and Anna Howard 

Shaw. Held at  the First  Bapt ist  Church, the 1907 convent ion featured Anna 

Howard Shaw,  Harr iot  Stanton Blatch, and Rose Schneiderm an, a leader of 

the I nternat ional Ladies Garm ent  Workers Union. 

Em m eline Pankhurst  (1858-1928)  was the founder of the 

British Women’s Social and Political Union (WSPU), a group 
that  resorted to vandalism in the nam e of suffrage. I n 1909 

Pankhurst spoke at the Smith Opera House on “The Meaning of 
the Women’s Movement in England.” She defended her m ilitant  

tactics by comparing the women’s suffrage movement in 
England to the Am erican Revolut ion.  

Anna Howard Shaw (1847-1919) was a speaker for the Women’s 
Christ ian Tem perance Movem ent  when Susan B Anthony convinced her 

to join the National Women’s Suffrage Association (NWSA). She spoke in 
Geneva three t im es. 

Carr ie Chapm an Cat t  (1859-1947)  was the president  (1900-1904 

and 1915-1920) of the National American Women’s Suffrage 
Association (NAWSA).  Under her leadership, women’s suffrage 
gained the support  of President  Woodrow Wilson and both houses 

of Congress, which led to the passage of the 19 th Am endm ent . The 

Millers t r ied for several years to get  Cat t  to speak in Geneva. They 

succeeded in 1903 when she spoke at  the Sm ith Opera House on 

“Woman and the State.” 

A frequent  guest  of the Millers, Susan B. Anthony (1820-

1906)  spoke in Geneva in 1897 at  the New York State 

Woman Suffrage Association’s annual conference and at 
Collins Music Hall in 1899. When she died in 1906, only four 

states allowed wom en to vote.   



Bu t  t h e En d  is No t  Yet :  Th e Leg acy  o f  Su f f r ag e 

“The League of Women Voters is thinking. Consequently it has a 
message. It is probable that the organization will go farther in its 
proposals than most citizens will care to follow, but in presenting 
their platform free of partisan prejudices, women are certain of 
receiving for it respectful and unbiased consideration.”  
 – Geneva Daily Times, February 24, 1920 

Local women did not rest quietly after they won suffrage in New York 
State. In 1918 the Geneva Political Equality Club disbanded but new 
groups took its place. Geneva Woman’s Club presented music, arts, and 
civic issues for the education of the community. County and city League 
of Women Voters became a non-partisan voice for women’s issues and 
electoral and judicial fairness. 

Agnes Slosson Lewis (1878-1960)  sym bolized both the pre-  and 

post-suffrage eras. A childhood neighbor of the Millers, she was an 

officer in the Geneva and Ontario County Polit ical Equality Clubs and 

in the state suffrage associat ion. After 1917 she was an organizer 

and president of the Geneva Woman’s Club and was active in the 
League of Wom en Voters at  the local, state, and nat ional levels.  

I n June 1919 the Ontario County Wom an Suffrage Party becam e the 

Ontario County League of Wom en Voters. The Geneva League of 

Wom en Voters was form ed in June 1926. Today the League sponsors 

candidate forum s, oversees the Court  Watch program  for a fair  

just ice system , and advocates for non-part isan elect ion reform .  

I n January 1918 the Polit ical Equality Club invited 61 wom en and 40 

women’s organizations to a meeting to discuss forming a woman’s 
club. The Geneva Woman’s Club was incorporated in 1921 “to 
advance the interests and efficiency of wom en and to work for the 

education and welfare of the community.” 


