
Arthur Dove (1880-1946) was an 
American modern artist who grew 
up in Geneva and returned here from 
1933 to 1938 to live and paint. He is 
o�en called the �rst American abstract 
painter. �ree generations of the Dove 
family were stonemasons, and many 
of their buildings still stand. �ese are 
seven sites connected to Arthur Dove.

Hobart College Library

South Main Street  

Behind St. John’s Chapel

In 1885 the Hobart College library 
was designed by architect Richard 
Mitchell Upjohn and built by William 
G. Dove. �e name was changed to 
Demarest Memorial Library in 1894 
upon completion of the building’s 

north addition. Arthur was acquainted with this building during 
his study at Hobart College, 1899-1901.

Dove House

512 South Main Street

Built in 1871, this served as the Dove family home from 1898 
through 1979. Arthur’s brother Paul lived here a�er their 
parents died. �e house is an example of High Victorian Gothic 
architecture. 

Collins Music Hall

459 South Main Street

In 1893 William Dove built Collins 
Music Hall. It was similar in style 
to the Belhurst Castle, which he 
built for the Collins family around 
the same time. �e hall served as a 
principal venue for women’s su�rage 
events until 1908 when the Elks club 
purchased it.
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Early Dove House

87 North Main Street

William Dove and his family resided 
here from 1884 to 1898. �eir 
neighbor, Newton Weatherly, became 
a friend and painting mentor to 
Arthur. �e house is folk Victorian 
style with a front porch that has 
“gingerbread” detailing.

North Presbyterian Church

(now Faith Community Church)

Corner of Lewis and Genesee Street 

North Presbyterian Church was built by Arthur’s grandfather 
and father and was dedicated July 6, 1876. �e Geneva Courier 
newspaper wrote, “the name of doing so excellent work [will] 
repay Messrs. Dove & Son, to the u�ermost.”

Dove Block

459 Exchange Street

In 1878 William Dove completed the 
Dove Block on the southeast corner of 
Exchange and Castle Streets. �e third 
�oor was Dove’s Hall and hosted events 
from classical music to National Guard 
drills. Arthur Dove and second wife 
Helen Torr lived on the third �oor in 
1937-1938.

Seneca Lake

Between Long Island and Geneva, Arthur Dove always lived on or 
near water. When he lived here in the 1930s he o�en rose early to 
paint the sky and sun over Seneca Lake. 

Help restore Geneva’s Dove Block
savethedoveblock.org
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