
An Educated Citizenry: Education in Geneva 

Education has changed over the last 300 years but its value has remained constant. 
Basic skills like literacy and math allow workers to advance beyond manual labor. 
Professions like the ministry and the law have required classical learning and 
reasoning. New technologies require knowledge of math and science that were 
unimagined before. 
 
An Educated Citizenry: Education in Geneva examines the evolution of schools, 
colleges, and informal learning. Expectations of who should attend school, what they 
need to know, and what work they can do have changed. There was resistance at every 
change but Geneva has always embraced learning.  

When William Smith founded his college in 1906, he insisted that students 

receive a liberal arts education and not vocational training.  

Training programs have always developed around new technologies. In 
1904, the Geneva School of Automotive Engineers filled a need for 
mechanics and drivers. 

In the 1860s, Sarah Bradford ran Mrs. Bradford’s School for 

Young Ladies and Little Girls from her home at 629 South 

Main Street. 

Book clubs have long been a way for people to discuss 
common books as well as to socialize. The Geneva 
Public Library has a Cookbook Club that encourages 
members to use the books and share their dishes. 

Geneva’s neighborhood schools of the mid-1800s had 
one or two rooms, basic furniture, a blackboard, and one 
stove for heating. 

Prospect Avenue School Third Grade Class, 1935 


