
Fire protection is a basic need in any community. The “who” and “how” 

of fighting fires have evolved from neighbors with leather buckets to 

paid employees and volunteers with sophisticated trucks.  

 

Today, Geneva has 120 paid employees and over 100 volunteer 

firefighters. Since the 1880s, Hydrant Hose, Nester Hose, and Folger 

Hook & Ladder companies have answered fire calls. West Lake Fire 

Association, White Springs Fire Association, and North Side Fire 

Company protect the Town of Geneva surrounding the City.  

We Didn’t Start the Fire:  

Firefighting in Geneva 

From late 1904 to 1967, a bell 

on William Street alerted the 

city to a fire. The bell was 

removed and installed at the 

Hydrant Hose firehouse on 

Geneva Street. 

Volunteer companies are community-

supported through fund drives to 

supplement the City budget. 

While there were fire parades in the late 1800s, the Geneva 

Fireman’s Parade began in 1957 and is held every July. 

Michelle DeBolt, Folger Hook & Ladder, was the first 

female firefighter, starting as a volunteer then joining the 

paid staff.    

Located on a busy highway, West Lake Road Fire Association responds to 

traffic accidents as well as fires. 

Four generations of fire trucks in front of City Hall 


