
Eat, Drink, and Be Merry: A History of Food & Drinks in Geneva 
'ÅÎÅÖÁȭÓ ÁÇÒÉÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÂÏÕÎÔÙ ÈÁÓ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÅÄ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÕÓÁÎÄÓ ÏÆ ÙÅÁÒÓȢ 4ÈÅ &ÉÎÇÅÒ ,ÁËÅÓ ÈÁÓ ÁÄÖÁÎÔÁÇÅÓ ÏÖÅÒ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÇÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ .Å× 
9ÏÒË ÁÎÄ ÎÏÒÔÈÅÁÓÔÅÒÎ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȢ !Ó ÃÁÎÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÅÓÅÒÖÁÔÉÏÎ ÔÅÃÈÎÏÌÏÇÙ ÉÍÐÒÏÖÅÄȟ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÆÁÒÍÓ ×ÅÎÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÆÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁ ÔÏ 
ÆÅÅÄÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȢ -ÏÄÅÒÎ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ ÈÁÖÅ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÅÄ ÃÏÎÓÕÍÅÒÓȭ ÃÈÁÎÇÉÎÇ ÔÁÓÔÅÓȢ 
 
! ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ ÆÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ ÂÅÖÅÒÁÇÅÓ ÒÅÐÒÅÓÅÎÔÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÒÅÃÉÐÅÓȟ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌ ÔÒÁÄÉÔÉÏÎÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÔÁÉÌ ÂÕÓÉÎÅÓÓÅÓȢ %ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÈÁÓ ÍÅÍÏÒÉÅÓ ÏÆ ÆÏÏÄ ÔÉÅÄ 
ÔÏ ÃÈÉÌÄÈÏÏÄȟ ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÐÌÁÃÅÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÔÅȢ %ÁÔȟ $ÒÉÎËȟ ÁÎÄ "Å -ÅÒÒÙȡ &ÏÏÄ ÁÎÄ "ÅÖÅÒÁÇÅÓ ÉÎ 'ÅÎÅÖÁ ÅØÐÌÏÒÅÓ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÔÏÐÉÃÓȢ  

Char Burrito Bar is a locally-owned fast casual Mexican 
restaurant, popular with Hobart & William Smith Colleges 
students and downtown workers. 

Big aLICe Brewing began in Queens, New York. It opened a 
Geneva branch to be close to ingredients and to be part of a 
growing beer scene. 

Beginning in 1889, the Geneva Preserving Company packed fruits and 
vegetables under multiple brand names. By 1929 it employed 1,000 
people. 

Community Seder at Geneva Womenôs Club, 1944 

In the 1960s Geneva Club Beverage Company bottled and sold 
its own brand of soft drinks.  

The Geneva Milk Company was in business from 
1909 to the early 1970s.  



'ÅÎÅÖÁȭÓ ÓÏÉÌ ÁÔÔÒÁÃÔÅÄ ÆÁÒÍÅÒÓ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÖÅ ÌÁÎÄȢ 4ÈÅ ÌÁËÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÁÎÄÓÃÁÐÅ ÂÒÏÕÇÈÔ ×ÅÁÌÔÈÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ -ÁÒÙÌÁÎÄȟ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁȟ 
ÔÈÅ (ÕÄÓÏÎ 6ÁÌÌÅÙ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÒÅÇÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÔÔÌÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅȢ &ÁÒÍ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÅ ÓÔÁÙÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÒÅÁȟ ÓÉÎÃÅ ÐÏÏÒ ÒÏÁÄÓ ÍÁÄÅ ÓÈÉÐÐÉÎÇ ÆÕÒÔÈÅÒ 
Á×ÁÙ ÉÍÐÒÁÃÔÉÃÁÌȢ 'ÒÉÓÔ ÍÉÌÌÓ ÍÁÄÅ ǨÏÕÒ ÆÒÏÍ ×ÈÅÁÔȢ -ÅÒÃÈÁÎÔÓ ÂÏÕÇÈÔ ÍÅÁÔȟ ÂÕÔÔÅÒȟ ÃÈÅÅÓÅȟ ÅÇÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÓ ÔÏ ÓÅÌÌ ÔÏ 
ÖÉÌÌÁÇÅÒÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÆÏÏÄ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙ ÓÔÁÙÅÄ ÌÏÃÁÌ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ ΫβάΪÓ ×ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ #ÁÙÕÇÁ-3ÅÎÅÃÁ #ÁÎÁÌ ÃÏÎÎÅÃÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ %ÒÉÅ #ÁÎÁÌȢ 0ÒÏÄÕÃÅ ×ÁÓ 
ÓÈÉÐÐÅÄ ÔÏ .Å× 9ÏÒË #ÉÔÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÓÁÌÔȟ ÇÒÏÃÅÒÉÅÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÍÅÄÉÃÉÎÅÓ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ 'ÅÎÅÖÁȢ  

Early Geneva: 1796-1825 

Map of New York, 1793 

An early 1800 advertisement  

In 1793 there were limited number of roads across the state. Turnpike roads charged tolls that were more than crops were worth if 
driven to Albany or New York City. 

In 1823 the schooner �0�D�U�\���D�Q�G���+�D�Q�Q�D�K��was the first boat to take 
wheat, butter, and beans from Seneca Lake to New York City. 

When the Erie Canal opened, Geneva became an inland port town for the surrounding area. Warehouses along the 
lakefront (upper left) stored produce to be shipped out, and received goods for local stores. 

An 1825 advertisement 


