Early Geneva

The first two centuries of British settlement in North America were confined to the
east coast. After the American Revolution ended in 1783, people were ready to move
westward into the traditional homelands of Native Americans. In addition to
ownership, there were geographic obstacles and few roads inland.

In the 1790s, Geneva was part of the Phelps-Gorham Purchase of land from the
Onondowa’ga:’ (Seneca Nation). The area needed infrastructure to encourage

settlement. People needed a way to get here, and access to buying and selling goods.

As roads, canals, and towns were developed, new residents began reaping rewards
from the land.

By 1792 the Pulteney Associates owned the Phelps-Gorham
Purchase. Charles Williamson, their land agent, developed
Geneva and other towns west of Seneca Lake. He invested in
roads, hotels, and other improvements at the expense of his job;
he was fired for not earning enough money for his employers.
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The Ondndowa’ga:’ lived in this region since around 1350 Common
Era (CE). Beginning in the 1680s there were several towns near
Geneva. Kanadesaga (1754-1779) was the last town, and an early
name for Geneva.
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In 1813 the Seneca Lock Navigation Company was created to improve the
Seneca River for canal barges from Seneca & Cayuga Lakes to
Montezuma. When the nine-mile canal connected to the Erie Canal in

1825, area farmers shipped their produce east and west. Geneva became
a prosperous inland port.

Geneva drawn by Baroness Hyde de Nuewville, 1807



Blinded Me With Science

Science is in a constant state of innovation. One hundred years ago, penicillin and the tetanus vaccine were not yet discovered and
common infections were fatal. Airplanes were in their early evolution, and space travel was a fantasy.

The New York State Agricultural Experiment Station, now Cornell AgriTech, was founded in 1882 to apply science to farming. Nearby;,
an observatory was built for a nationally-known astronomer. Hobart and William Smith College graduates have made discoveries from
cancer research to Super Glue.

Cornell AgriTech has 20 major buildings, 870 acres of fields and orchards, and over 300 faculty, In 1857 Englishman William R. Brooks (1844- Dr. George Abraham, a native Genevan and Hobart

staff, and graduate students conducting research. Over 250 apple, grape, berry and vegetable 1921) came to American at the age of 13, and College 1959 graduate, focused his career on

varieties have been developed here. Equally important is their work in pest and disease soon developed a lifelong interest in astronomy. cancer research and treatment. In addition to

management, and food processing and safety. He discovered more than 26 comets in his career. teaching and leadership positions at the University
William Smith built Brooks a house and of Rochester Medical Center, he is a joint patent
observatory at 620 Castle Street, and Brooks holder for cancer therapy treatments.

lectured at Hobart & William Smith Colleges.
Hobart & William Smith Colleges chemistry department, by Kevin Colton



Future’s So Bright I Gotta Wear Shades: Innovators of the Future

Innovation has become a daily part of our lives.
Americans have gone from rotary dial phones to smart
phones in half a lifetime. Children born today may
accept electric cars as normal by the time they learn to
drive.

Today’s Geneva innovators are creating new products
and experiences. A company that produced steam
boilers in the late 1800s is now making steel tanks for the
beverage industry. New methods turn fruit and vegetable
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table dining. These are just several of the “new methods,
ideas, or products” on Geneva's path toward the future.
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The Red Dove Tavern (2007-2021) was the first restaurant to present In 2017 Real Eats chose Geneva for its access to The Solar Village Company has two sites with net zero

a changing menu with local ingredients. It paved the way for farm-to- fresh ingredients. Chefs prepare locally-sourced energy homes, Elizabeth Blackwell Drive near the waterfront
table restaurants and craft beverage bars like FLX Table, Lake Drum meals that are shipped in pouches that can be (shown here) and on Carter Road north of downtown.
Brewing, and others. boiled in six minutes and are ready to eat.

Geneva at twilight from east side of Seneca Lake



Geneva Innovators

An innovator is “a person who introduces new methods, ideas, or products.” It can also mean pioneer,
inventor, reformer, leader, founder, and radical. American inventors have created things from barbed
wire to the airplane. Leaders have fought for voting rights, equal rights, and judicial reform.

Genevans have been innovators on a regional and national scale. Inventions that are now obsolete once
paved the way for more progress. Other innovators are still known and followed today. Geneva
Innovators looks at Genevans who made a difference in the past and present.

Joseph Tuttle (1800-1859) invented a crosscut saw
blade with alternating teeth to pull out sawdust while
cutting. His son William (1827-1884) also patented saw
blade patterns. “Tuttle teeth” are still used today.

DANCE-O-GRAM

AFTERS .M.
ROVELTY: I T0W LEGOTT'S CLUB "86" GENEVA. N.Y. $5.00 PER PERSON
PHONE 6280

FLASH
INFORMATION ABOUT “CLUB 86" GALA OPENING_STOP-DATE IS THURSDAY

DECEMBER 19_STOP..CHICK EDMOND'S SENSATIONAL DANCE ORCHESTRA

WILL FURNISH MUSIC FOR THIS GRAND AFFAIR—STOPCOMPLETE FULL COURSE
DINNER SERVED FROM 5 PM UNTIL CLOSING—STOP-.DINNER MUSIC FROM & PM

TO 9 PM-.STOP—DANCING FROM 9 PM TO CLOSING—STOP-.MAY WE SUGGEST THAT
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In 1933, Florence Stewart (1893-1983) established ;Qa%ugﬁzghnn:ulgiega?t;tglrg1&2%?23 ggﬁﬂgft achl)lgil‘;tdub In 2014 Lake Drum Brewing became the first Dr. Harry Coover, Jr. (1917-2011), Hobart College
Lochland School to educate children with intellectual Armstrong, and Nat “King” Cole. In spite’of T S Slle brewery in Geneva since Prohibition began in 1941, discovered cyanoacrylate, better known as
and developmental disabilities. It has evolved to offer city location, Club 86 was successful until television 1920. As a licensed New York State Farm Super Glue. He held 460 patents as an Eastman
residential and day opportunities. replaced going to see live entertainment. Club 86 is Brewery, ﬁt Ianst IEOSZO tOf all ingredients must be Kodak chemist.
still in business as an event venue. GrOWTpILIN =105 Lok

Wind turbines provide energy for the Henkel (formerly Zotos) factory



