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Statement on Harmful Content in Archival Collections 

Statement of Intent 

As a repository of cultural heritage materials, items within Historic Geneva’s archival collections 

may contain offensive language, imagery, or other objectionable content. Materials reflect the 

period in which they were created and the views of their creators. Therefore Historic Geneva is 

not removing these images or words from archival materials. Rather, Historic Geneva staff are in 

the process of inventorying archival collections (known as Finding Aids) and adding a content 

warning for researchers to identify offensive language or imagery in individual items. 

 

By adding the warning, Historic Geneva leaves the decision up to researchers to decide for 

themselves if they wish to view an item knowing it has potentially harmful content. 

 

This is an ongoing process and some collections do not have this warning. 

 

Descriptions in Archival Collections 

Historic Geneva staff are committed to using social groups’ preferred terminology to refer to 

themselves. As this language shifts over time, the terms in our finding aids may conflict with 

current words used by communities.  

 

Researchers may continue to see harmful language in quotations, titles of resources, names of 

organizations, and other data taken directly from the resource itself or from the creators of those 

resources. Original language is used in titles or descriptions to maintain the historical integrity of 

an item and are noted in the content warning section of the finding aid. 

 

Historic Geneva staff encourages feedback on appropriate terminology. If a researcher comes 

across language or descriptions in our finding aids that they feel are harmful or offensive, please 

contact archivist@historicgeneva.org. 

 

Commitment to Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Initiatives 

Historic Geneva is committed to diversifying its collections, programming, staff, board, and 

audiences in its mission to preserve the stories of the Geneva community. As part of our 2024-

2026 DEI Action Plan, a Statement on Harmful Content in Archival Collections was created to 

maintain a safe space for researchers of all backgrounds to use our collections. 

 

Please view our complete DEI Statement here. 
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