I, Me, Mine: Panic Buying

News of the lockdown caused many people to act in their own self-interest. Toilet paper flew oft the
shelves and was slow to be restocked. Both perishable and canned items were hoarded. As the
lockdown wore on, flour was scarce as baking became a new hobby.

For some, the situation was more serious:
“My daughter and many others have severe deadly food allergies and tonight I bought the last jar of
sunbutter... her vegan butter is gone, and they seem low on many allergy-friendly items. If you don't
have these allergies please leave those products for people that rely on them to eat.”

Wegmans meat case, March 15, 2020. - Ellie Lewis-Molina, March 15, 2020
Submitted by Ellie Lewis-Molina
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— Ketchup was gone but there was relish. Did people 7 AP B
F.L.X. Provisions on Linden Street ran a promotion featuring buy hamburgers but not hot dogs? March 15, People thought of their pets and
: RS toilet paper during the early lockdown, Spring 2020. Staff photo 2020. Submitted by Ellie Lewis-Molina stockpiled cat litter. March 15, 2020.
Empty toilet paper and paper towel shelves, Submitted by Ellie Lewis-Molina

March 15, 2020. After the initial rush,
Wegmans limited purchases of essential

items to curb hoarding. Submitted by Ellie
Lewis-Molina Empty meat case at Wegmans, March 15, 2020. Photo by Ellie Lewis-Molina



No Exception to the Rule: Geneva Historical Society

On Friday, March 13, 2020, the Historical Society learned that non-essential businesses would be
closed the following Monday. Staff had several hours to gather everything we would need to work at
home. In the following months, we had to answer the question, how do we continue to provide

history to the public during a pandemic?

People set up home offices where they could, and pets were a
special obstacle. What was your biggest challenge working from

home? Staff photo

¥ Nina Allender illustration

¢ from The Heroine of
Roseland: A Story for
Girls, by Evelyn Raymond

In Fall 2020, the Historical Society resumed public programs through
Zoom. There were several advantages. People from around the
country could join in, most lectures were recorded for later viewing,
and a program was never cancelled due to bad weather. From Geneva

Historical Society website.

In July 2020, the Geneva History Museum re-opened to the
public. Capacity for both visitors and staff was limited to
25%, and there were many cleaning procedures. Even the
historical photographs wore masks. Margaret Swan and
her three children, from Geneva Historical Society website

Welcome to Geneval
We’re Glad You're Here!
#315
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Hobart & William Smith Colleges needed an alternative to their usual
tour of Geneva for new students. Curator John Marks made a video
that connected the city’s past and present. From Geneva Historical
Society website
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Staff learned new skills, like shooting and editing videos. Unable to
host students, Director of Education Anne Dealy made videos of her
programs, like Taking Tea at Rose Hill Mansion.

Geneva History Museum, 543 South Main Street



He Ain't Heavy, He's My Brother: Feeding the Community

Before the pandemic, many Genevans relied on food programs to get by. That number increased as
people were laid off from jobs and were confined to their homes. The local economy was slow to
rebound in Summer 2020. Organizations made sure food was available to those who needed it.
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Community organization Love Geneva
offered free lunches on Sundays by
purchasing meals from local
restaurants. From March to
November 2020, the group handed
out over 2,500 free meals while
providing over $16,000 to 17 local
restaurants. From Love Geneva
Facebook page
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Bag lunches will be served
at the front entrance
11:30-12:15.

Future plans will be posted
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as soon as available. After
today, the building will be
closed to guests; no access
will be permitted. Thanks

BluePrint Geneva provided meals on Saturdays at the
Community Lunch Program site in the First United
Methodist Church. Local farms and businesses

BluePrint Geneva coordinated distribution of produce and

dairy products through the Community Lunch Program, 90 views - Liked by janreganphotography donated food and chef Samantha Buyskes prepared
the Center of Concern, Finger Lakes Community Health, bgcgeneva Only the Boys & Girls Club of Geneva the meals. From Finger Lakes Times website. For decades the Community Lunch Program

Family Counseling of the Finger Lakes, and the Boys and
Girls Clubs is delivering to families. From the Finger
Lakes Times website

has provided hot lunches on weekdays.
They quickly shifted to bag lunches when
the lockdown was announced. Staff photo

can turn from an after school child care into
Geneva's biggest dinner delivery system in under
4 hours. Food for our families all week!
#LetsGooooo if you are in need give use a call
3157596060

ﬁ O\ @ fQ Boys & Girls Club volunteers pack meals in the kitchen at Hobart & William Smith Colleges Submitted by Jan Regan
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Humor was one coping mechanism during lockdown. Social
media was flooded with memes like these. Submitted by
Maggie Werner
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Jakuar Lewis gave his brother Jaiquon a hair cut. With
barbershops and salons shut down, people either grew out
their hair or had it cut at home. Submitted by Jan Regan

WE STAYED AT HOME

A Recorp oF GENEVA
DURING THE 2020 PANDEMIC

In March 2020 we recognized that we are
living in an historic moment. What might
future historians and generations need to
understand about the COVID-19 Pandemic?
This exhibit is a progress report of photos
that have been sent to us or gathered from
social media.

We invite you to share your story on how the
pandemic is affecting your life. If you want
to send in your story, photos, or objects,
please email our Archivist at
archivist@genevahistoricalsociety.com

The Valentino family posed with their masks and cleaning
products. Submitted by Jan Regan

Friends brought outdoor Zumba class to Joanne Church’s front yard.
Submitted by Jan Regan

Like many college students, Morgan Kaenzig de Denus finished her
senior year at Smith College from home. Submitted by Jan Regan

Pulteney Square Park, Spring 2020. Staff photo
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