I Heard the News Today: Lockdown

The situation in New York State changed rapidly in early March 2020. On March 13,
New York City began shutting down. An Ontario County state of emergency followed
on March 15. By March 22, there was a statewide 100% workforce reduction for non-
essential businesses. Whether by social media or handwritten signs, people scrambled
to announce their plans.
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close the theater

effective Monday, March 15
through at least Sunday, April
12. | (1]}

NO NEW
APPOINTMENTS
OR WALK IN
V' PIERCINGS AT
THIS TIME.
COVID-19 AIN’T
(©) fnstag v PLAYING

AROUND. IT WILL
(WBNGQG) -- New York Governor Andrew KILL YOU!

Cuomo announced more restrictions on
public gatherings Monday morning amid
concerns of the coronavirus pandemic.
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Sign on Golden Orb Tattoos (now closed),
Beginning at 8 p.m. Monday, restaurants Exchange Street. Staff photo

and bars will close for on premise service
and move to take-out services only.

= » Youlube

Additionally, theaters, gyms and casinos W
will be temporarily closed beginning 8
p.M. March 16.
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KDY Liked by redjacketny and 49 others
reddovetavern Per Governor Cuomo’s orders we
are closing our doors until further notice. This
feels like a bad dream to all of us but we know it
is the responsible decision to keep people alive.
Once this is over we will return & be so happy to
feed you & turn that neon Dove above the front
door on again. We'll see you then. MAR, 15, 2020 Geneva First Urited Methoclst Church | Children and Adult Sermons @ et e ecomy wionse

First United Methodist Church Pastor Emily Huyge addressed the
congregation by YouTube. She reassured children in a special message, and
addressed how the church would proceed during the lockdown. From

h Q o g YouTube
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Collage of local signs Submitted by David Cameron



The End...?

Since March 2020, people have looked for a return to normal: public gatherings and no
masks. A good vaccination rate in New York State has resulted in many restrictions
being lifted. At the same time, there is still resistance to vaccination, and the

coronavirus Delta variant is cause for concern.
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Unvaccinated

Shoppers are
Required to Mask

I GOT THE
NCOVIDVACCINE
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Sign at Stomping Grounds Art: Books: Gifts, Seneca Street.
Staff photo

Health workers were among the first to be vaccinated. From
Finger Lakes Health
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Discarded mask on the sidewalk. Submitted by
Bethany Bradley Haswell

Plexiglas and social distance markers may be the “new
normal.” Staff photo

What's your pandemic story? Do you have a
favorite mask, a sign, or photos? Some
stories are difficult - loss of job or a loved
one - but we want to hear all of them.

Discarded mask Submitted by Bethany Bradley Haswell



School Days

Like businesses, schools had little advance notice of closings. The remainder of the
Spring 2020 school year was an exercise in doing the best one could. Schools were

more prepared for Fall 2020, but a split schedule between online and in-person classes
was difficult. What was your family’s experience with pandemic school?

After school closings were announced, students were allowed

back, in small groups, to collect their things. Geneva Middle
School, submitted by Bethany Bradley Haswell

In Spring 2020, teachers and volunteers delivered

lessons and homework to families. From Boys &
Girls Club of Geneva website

Car parades and yard signs replaced traditional activities that honored
graduating seniors. From Geneva City Schools Facebook page
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were you all wearing masks and being so far
apart?” From Geneva City Schools Facebook page

The Class of 2020 graduated on the football field with no

audience. Family members had to watch via livestream. From
Geneva City Schools Facebook page

Geneva High School Class of 2020 car parade Submitted by Jan Regan



Can’t Live Without You: Essential Workers

Health care workers worked throughout the pandemic, from seeing regular patients to
giving COVID-19 tests. While there were fewer COVID-19 cases in the Finger Lakes
than others, it was still a stressful situation. Other workers were classified by New York
State as essential and continued their jobs.
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Geneva General Hospital operating room staff. From Finger Lakes Health
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Every patient having a procedure done at a Finger Lakes
Health facility had a pre-op COVID-19 test. From Finger
Lakes Health
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Sign outside Geneva General Hospital. From Finger
Lakes Health

Please ,.
Step away from the door ' q
Park your bike in the rack 4
We will come out to you

Thank You

Knock or call

315.789.5922

e &gy as
15-789-5922 . The US Postal Service remained open. An initial safety precaution was
" HOURS = | stretching plastic across the service window. It was later replaced with

Plexiglas. Submitted by Jan Regan
MONDAY 10am - 6pm
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TUESDAY 10am - 6pm

Bicycle repair was declared an essential service. Geneva

Bicycle Center sanitized every bike before and after they
handled it. Staff photo Medical staff in personal protective equipment (PPE) From Finger Lakes Health



We Stayed At Home Until We Couldn’t

The May 25, 2020 killing of George Floyd by a policeman in Minneapolis, Minnesota
brought people out of their homes into the streets. It elicited strong emotions from those

who felt Floyd’s death was racially motivated, and those who supported the police.

A Black Lives Matter protest march through downtown Geneva was held Sunday
evening, June 1. From Finger Lakes Times website

Based on violent protests in other cities, some merchants
boarded their stores before the June 1 march, which was
peaceful. From Finger Lakes Times website
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_ _ Law Enforceme
The People’s Peaceful Protest was organized by native Genevans Adam Fryer 3 e g

(left) and Allauna Overstreet-Gibson. The group sponsored marches, forums,
and listening sessions through the summer aimed at local police reform. From

Finger Lakes Times website
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There were Back the Blue rallies at the Geneva Police
Department (left and above) and the lakefront in response
to calls for police reform. Both photos from Finger Lakes

Times website

Black Lives Matter march From Finger Lakes Times website



The Show Went On

Performances and celebrations bring people together. Genevans found the next best
way to continue shows and parties, by staying socially distanced and using the Internet.
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Geneva High School’s 2021 musical, Little Shop of Horrors, was filmed Birthdays are a show of love. For Erin Hart’s 16th birthday, friends, teachers and others drove
in downtown Geneva during spring break. There were pay-per-view by to celebrate with her. From Finger Lakes Times website

showings on the weekend the musical is usually performed. From
Geneva City Schools Facebook page
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@ Q V m 21 likes This digital series will feature recordings of
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& Liked by warhorsebrewing and 16 others

smithoperahouse Announcing: The Smith
Sessions ® )

anthonyroadwine This weekend we were regional musical artists from their living rooms.

17 likes . honored to host @theballetschool_spcaa “recital The recordings will give viewers the chance to
theballetschool_spcaa We are all finding a way to “ as dancers came and were filmed individually contribute to the artists via their personal Venmo
dance:) against the back drop of the vineyard and lake. or similar payment account!

| love my dancers!! #balletspcaa Supporting the arts in our community is

#stpetersartsacademy #ballet #dancealone important to our company. Stay tuned for more...

#danceteacher #quarantinelife
A Q O @ A Q O &

Empty Smith Opera House From Smith Opera House website



