
A Changing World: Geneva and World War I  

7ÏÒÌÄ 7ÁÒ ) ɉΫγΫή ɀ ΫγΫβɊȟ ÏÒ 4ÈÅ 'ÒÅÁÔ 7ÁÒȟ ×ÁÓ Á ÎÅ× ÔÙÐÅ ÏÆ ÃÏÎǨÉÃÔȢ 7ÉÔÈ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎȭÓ ÅÎÔÒÙ ÉÎ ΫγΫα Ô×Ï-ÔÈÉÒÄÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÏÒÌÄȭÓ ÎÁÔÉÏÎÓ 
×ÅÒÅ ÁÔ ×ÁÒȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ ÆÏÕÇÈÔ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÁÉÒ ×ÉÔÈ ÂÏÍÂÓ ÁÎÄ ÍÁÃÈÉÎÅ ÇÕÎÓȢ 3ÕÂÍÁÒÉÎÅÓ ÔÏÒÐÅÄÏÅÄ ÍÉÌÉÔÁÒÙ ÁÎÄ ÃÉÖÉÌÉÁÎ ÓÈÉÐÓ ÁÌÉËÅȢ 'ÒÏÕÎÄ 
ÔÒÏÏÐÓ ÆÏÕÇÈÔ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÒÅÎÃÈÅÓ ÁÎÄ ÆÅÁÒÅÄ ÐÏÉÓÏÎ ÇÁÓ ÁÔÔÁÃËÓȢ  

 
4ÈÅ 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 3ÔÁÔÅÓȭ ÌÁÔÅ ÅÎÔÒÙ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÒ ÄÉÄ ÎÏÔ ÌÅÓÓÅÎ ÉÔÓ ÉÍÐÁÃÔ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙ ÁÎÄ 'ÅÎÅÖÁȢ #ÏÍÐÁÎÙ "ȟ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÃÁÌ .ÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ 'ÕÁÒÄ 
ÕÎÉÔȟ ÓÁ× ǢÅÒÃÅ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ (ÉÎÄÅÎÂÕÒÇ ,ÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ ÌÏÓÔ ÓÏÌÄÉÅÒÓȢ &ÒÏÍ ÒÁÔÉÏÎÉÎÇ ÆÏÏÄ ÔÏ ÒÏÌÌÉÎÇ ÂÁÎÄÁÇÅÓ 'ÅÎÅÖÁÎÓ ÃÏÎÔÒÉÂÕÔÅÄ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ 
×ÁÒ ÅǟÏÒÔ ÉÎ ÍÁÎÙ ×ÁÙÓȢ 4ÈÅ ÁÆÔÅÒÍÁÔÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ×ÁÒ ÈÁÄ ÌÁÓÔÉÎÇ ÅǟÅÃÔÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȢ 

In January 1914 Frank and Ann Herendeen took their daughter 
Fanny to Europe for the year. Frank kept a diary with the 

opening line: ñI expect to set down in this book from time to 
time little events that may interest me in the trip abroad.ò  

In 1919 a city election was held to decide on 
a permanent memorial to the warôs soldiers 

and sailors. The majority voted to create a 
memorial library.  

Company B Lieutenant Edward Francis Winnek was killed in 
action in France on September 29, 1918. The local American 

Legion post was named in his honor.  



Prelude: Geneva 1914  

'ÅÎÅÖÁ ×ÁÓ Á ÃÉÔÙ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÓÅȢ 3ÉÎÃÅ ΫββΪ ÔÈÅ ÐÏÐÕÌÁÔÉÏÎ ÈÁÄ ÓÔÅÁÄÉÌÙ ÉÎÃÒÅÁÓÅÄȢ -ÁÊÏÒ 
ÒÁÉÌÒÏÁÄÓȟ ÓÔÅÁÍÂÏÁÔÓȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÂÁÒÇÅ ÃÁÎÁÌ ÓÙÓÔÅÍ ÍÁÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙ Á ÐÒÉÍÅ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÆÏÒ 
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔȢ !ÍÅÒÉÃÁÎ #ÁÎ #ÏÍÐÁÎÙ ÁÎÄ 'ÅÎÅÖÁ #ÕÔÌÅÒÙ ÂÕÉÌÔ ÆÁÃÔÏÒÉÅÓ ÎÅÁÒ ÔÈÅ ,ÅÈÉÇÈ 
6ÁÌÌÅÙ 2ÁÉÌÒÏÁÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÏÒÔÈ ÓÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÉÔÙȢ &ÁÙ Ǫ "Ï×ÅÎ %ÎÇÉÎÅ ÁÎÄ "ÏÁÔ #ÏÍÐÁÎÙ 
ɉÂÁÃËÇÒÏÕÎÄ ÐÈÏÔÏɊ ÍÏÖÅÄ ÆÒÏÍ !ÕÂÕÒÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÌÁËÅÆÒÏÎÔ ÆÏÒ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ×ÁÔÅÒ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ .Å× 
9ÏÒË #ÅÎÔÒÁÌ 2ÁÉÌÒÏÁÄȢ 

 
'ÅÎÅÖÁ ǨÏÕÒÉÓÈÅÄ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÁÌÌÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÆÁÍÏÕÓ ÐÅÒÆÏÒÍÅÒÓ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 3ÍÉÔÈ /ÐÅÒÁ (ÏÕÓÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ 
'ÅÎÅÖÁ #ÈÏÒÁÌ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙ &ÅÓÔÉÖÁÌȢ 7ÉÌÌÉÁÍ 3ÍÉÔÈ #ÏÌÌÅÇÅ ÆÏÒ 7ÏÍÅÎ ÇÒÁÄÕÁÔÅÄ ÉÔÓ ǢÒÓÔ 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÉÎ ΫγΫάȢ  

In the late 1800s and early 1900s National Guard units were 
relied upon to protect communities from political or labor 

violence. In 1892 Company B went to Buffalo to keep the 
peace during a railroad strike.  

The new city hall was a symbol of Genevaôs progress and prosperity. 

The Rochester and Eastern Electric Railroad ran 
from Castle Street to Rochester with many stops 

along the two -hour route.   

In 1897 the Political Equality Club formed to fight for 
womenôs right to vote. Their efforts led to a failed state 

referendum in 1915 and a successful vote in 1917.  

Geneva had recent immigrants from Syria and Italy as well as 
German families who had been here several generations. The 

coming war had personal connections for them. George Haddad 
was a local Syrian businessman.   


