The Great War 101

The Great War was a product of empires and alliances. For decades Great Britain,

France, Russia, Germany, Austria-Hungary, and the Ottoman Empire maintained a
balance of power. Wars were fought, territories were traded, and treaties were signed. In
1914 Germany and Austria-Hungary were allies and Great Britain, France, and Russia

agreed to support each other.

The June 1914 assassination of Austrian Archduke Franz Ferdinand by a Yugoslav
nationalist began the war. Challenges were issued, troops were mobilized, and partner
empires were drawn into the conflict. The war soon spread to the Middle East and Asia.

Italy did not support allies Germany and Austria
Hungary because the latter started the war. The
Ottoman Empire (1914) and Bulgaria (1915) joined
the Alliance.
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The Middle East was the largest theater of war.
Controlling the Suez Canal (in red) and surrounding
territories was important to both sides.
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The Balkan Peninsula was “the powder keg of
Europe.” The interests of large empires conflicted
with nationalist movements of countries in the
region.

“T'his eve. at 7 oclock at dinner, the news came of
the assassination of Archduke Francis Ferdinand
heir to throne of Austria & Hungary and of his
wife.”

Frank Herendeen writing in Bozen, Austria-
Hungary, June 28, 1914
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Although headline news, probably few Genevans thought Austria’s war
would affect them. The war was expected to be localized and finished in a

few months.
I 150° 140® 150° 160° |70 I;O‘“ 17Q%°
200 ] 209
sMARIANNE
: OR | P ACHEFICT Q C L5AN
N QR NG o
¢ LADRQONE
0‘0 ISLAMDS 2, GASPAR RICO IS.
N i
Y[ occurIED BY
JAPAN - TURNED .o PINGELAS 1. 2 OCCUPIED BY
OYER TO AUSTRALIA S WS 3 | OECEMBER 1
’N i-EF‘TEMBE 1914 . o o
10° AP T 5 e ~GRIMES 1. % PETa . 10
E ° PikELAL ] W Telyg IR NDTEI;'O ESSIONS
PELEW IS b ess it Bl 6% . "% PAKINI 1 GERMAN )
T C,q | Py doo 2 4 MARSHALL 15, ARE UNDERLINED
JOHANNES | 5 R . . P oPINLAR Y. T2 . -
gemwonew\..[\‘}r‘iN_E_,‘% sup o | eamny, S D MORAVE 18 THUS: SAMOA
"% ANNA | GERMAN é\ “BOosTON IS
OCCUPIED BY NUKUOR 1
@ AUSTRALIANS v .
SEPT. 1914 JMATADOR c.'q!\
EQUATQ,Q GREENWICH I. . s HOWLAND I.
1Se & PLEASANT I. GELBEE}T‘J& B?&,E;} - o
(O [ OCCURIED B CeRiTizm)
AUSTRALIANS a%g °,
\\g o, DEC. 1914, e %
)& MTASMANS IS, l?a'-'ma:'‘“"L S
%ﬂousamwue 1. . OCCUPIED BY
LOMON 1IS. o BRITISH

%q% CBRITISH) *1AVGUST 514

7 Al - % % ° EL"'CE"'E% y °I~
b o .
= TORECAU|T1S. |!99
o%e, 4 < s SAN'I‘A CRUZ 15 @ ch
e =) % (BRITISH
SOUTH EAST I RENNELL 1. o ROTUMA 1S.

ﬂnes 15, (BRFTlsH FRENC'H EAI&ETH_U%%SAMPA

@ . oo
?2 RAL SEA ESPIRITY % aNEW HEBRIDES ?9,&&55 wow B

Q ISLANDS N “FiJi |5,(3an ) ®
150° 160° |170° |B0O° 709

Germany and Austria-Hungary controlled Asian territories to refuel their
navies. Japan, Australia, and New Zealand joined the Entente and
conquered the Alliance’s colonies.



Company B

Formed in 1880, the 34" Separate Company, known locally as Company B, was the area’s
National Guard unit. In 1916 Mexican revolutionary Pancho Villa attacked Columbus,
New Mexico. Company B was federalized and send to Texas for three months to guard
against border raids. While not seeing combat, the unit received training and discipline.

In 1917 President Wilson federalized National Guard units into the United States Army.
Company B’s initial assignment was to protect railroads in the Finger Lakes from
sabotage. They eventually became part of the 108th Regiment of the army and saw

action in France from May to November 1918.
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In June 1916 the front was Camp Pharr, Texas. Two years later it would the

Hindenburg Line in France.

From August 1917 to May 1918 Company B trained at Camp Along ith five other Gehevans, Sefgent Earl

Wadsworth, South Carolina. Elmer “Lauty” Lautenslager is on Lautenslager was killed September 29, 1918

the left. when Company B charged the German
trenches.

Captain S.H. Merrill commanded

the Third Battalion of the 108" Company B was welcomed back to Geneva on April 1, 1919. The company paraded
Regiment when they attacked the from the New York Central Railroad depot on Exchange Street to the Armory on Main
Hindenburg Line. He was Street.

promoted to Major.




Hobart College In the War

Like every men's college, Hobart felt the impact of the war. Beginning in September 1914
the college began presenting speakers with first-hand knowledge of the war and its
issues. The first speakers were local professors and residents who had been in Europe
that summer. The college brought in international speakers, including a Russian war
veteran, while adhering to the national policy of neutrality.

Enrollment began dwindling as soon as the United States entered the war. By the fall of
1917 students from all classes were leaving and there was no commencement in 1918.
Hobart sent 395 students and alumni into service, 14 who gave their lives.

In 1917 Andrew Dunsmore Hubbs and two Hobart friends
volunteered for the American Ambulance Corps. Stationed at the
front, they drove wounded to hospitals through shelling and

CROIX ROUGE AMERICAINE | machine gun fire.
Reconnue par le Ministre de la Guerre

Le porteur de la présene :

______ PRI . Sunday August 12, 1917: ‘At night a
~___t areolplane] flew around over us
méricaine en qualité de : || X : :

| letting his machine gun go at
whatever he saw so we stayed hid.
Searchlights played thru the air trying
| tofind him, at last he beat it. Nice

~  quiet Sunday.”
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The Student Army Training Corps was a federal program at 525
colleges including Hobart. It began October 1, 1918 a few months
before the war ended.

Too old to be an Army chaplain, Dr. Murray Bartlett (back seat, right)
volunteered with the YMCA in France and eventually became acting
chaplain of the 18™ Infantry Regiment. Wounded during the Battle of
Soissons, he received the Silver Star, Purple Heart, and Distinguished
Service Cross. Dr. Bartlett became president of Hobart and William
Smith Colleges in 1919.




Aftermath of the War

The 1919 Treaty of Versailles dismantled empires, created new nations, and assigned
blame for the war to Germany. Other factors laid the foundation for the World War II.

In 1920 US presidential candidate Warren G. Harding’'s campaign slogan was “Return to
Normalcy.” He won the election, but for many Americans normal had changed. Veterans
included 1,127 Genevan men and women. Thirty-eight men died and many more were
wounded. Little was known about post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) but survivors
had witnessed devastation not seen before in warfare.
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Of the 38 Genevans who died in World War I, 15 were killed
in action. The others died from wounds, disease, or accident.
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Before World War I Geneva Cutlery was a leading
producer of straight razors. The Gillette Safety Razor
Company gave American soldiers modern safety razors
which they were allowed to keep. Sales of straight razors
declined and Geneva Cutlery turned to making kitchen
knives.
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LIk Influenza Situation
Shows Little Change

By

William Brown Meloney
Lat:Major F A.United States t\rmy

World War I was America’s largest deployment of
servicemen at that time. Neither the government
nor the soldiers and sailors had experienced
going away and returning on such a large scale.
This booklet aimed to ease the transition back to
civilian life.
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The Spanish flu pandemic of 1918 began in
military camps and was spread through troop
i s i el e movements during the war. It killed 50 to 100
T W RS T W million people worldwide. Geneva was hit hard
in October 1918 (above) and school was
cancelled to prevent spreading the illness.

Achilles Anania (right) returned
from the war and traded his
motorcycle for the Carney
Bottling Works. He developed
the business into the Geneva
Club Beverage Company.



